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NOTES AND DISCUSSIONS. 

In the present volume of the J otjrnal [1877] we hope in our 
" Notes " to give much information as to the actual condition of 
Philosophic Studies in America : what is done at the Universi- 
ties, Colleges, and Theological Seminaries, and what is done in 
societies or clubs organized for furthering the study of Philosophy. 

We specially invite from Presidents or from the Philosophic 
faculties of such institutions, brief statements of the scope and 
contents of the Philosophical studies taken up in their respective 
departments. The Secretaries of the Philosophical Associations 
will do much to make our " Notes and Discussions " of interest if 
they will give historical information regarding their societies, and 
summaries of the discussions that transpire. editor. 



What is Truth? 

A correspondent in the January (187G) issue of J. S. P. discusses 
in an interesting manner, the problem, "What is Truth?" 

The fact that the question mainly inspires the intellect of mankind 
in all ages, implies, at least as possible, a satisfactory, comprehensive 
solution thereof: for, it can hardly be supposed that universal intu- 
itions of the human mind can be delusive and misleading. And \*et 
the intellect is somewhat puzzled over the affirmation that it can 
grasp and amply know as to what is truth. For, assuming that such 
attainment of knowledge is possible, the thought arises that there 
thus comes a limit to human knowledge, and consequently a cessa- 
tion of intellectual activity ; which is a conception intolerably shock- 
ing. 

Assuming, therefore, the right of the intellect to the fulltst knowl- 
edge, as to what is truth, and also its equal right to unlimited activi- 
ties according to its essential nature, how are we to reconcile the 
seemingly irreconcilable paradox? How may we know "the truth as 
the whole truth and nothing but the truth," and yet not experience 
intellectual stagnation or death? B3- coming to a clear Science of 
Being as the sure science of existence — a knowledge of the underiv- 
ed as a ground of knowledge to all our quests of the derived — by 
which the intellect is not only fully empowered in the absolute truth, 
but is divinely inspired and actuated in all its activities. The prob- 
lems and interests of life and experience are inexhaustible. The 
ceaseless revolutions of the good, true and beautiful, in the realm of 
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human experience, can never fail to duly motive the human affections 
and intellect. The only want is the recognition of a central, immu- 
table Sun, by whose lumen all observations and explorations of the 
blessed providences ma}' be assured as charming ministries to our 
experience. This want is duly provided for in the destined attain- 
ment of the human intellect to that comprehensive realm of science 
above indicated. Human vision and power, however enlarged, mul- 
tiplied and led into new fields, must constantly behold and operate 
solely by this Central Sun ; and this is the truth ; knowable, and 
constantly sufficient for all intellectual needs when known. And 
which, being thus known, proves its amplitude and efficiencj' at the 
same time that it invests with exhaustless energy anrl power. 

My position is, that the essential truths of Being, which, known, 
make a science of the Absolute, are available to the intellect of man 
as an infallible lumen to all the facts of existence — existence being 
derived in, and dependent upon, Being. And I further hold that 
when thus made available as science — anchoring the intellect in eter- 
nal truth — instead of depleting and paralyzing the intellect, it im- 
pleJes and enfranchises it, furnishing a sure clew to the solution of 
the problems perpetually opening to the mind, so enabling it to dis- 
place opinion or mere empiricism, with knowledge or positive science. 

The conception thus advanced may be illustrated by the truth of a 
special science, in the realm of rational cognition. Take, for in- 
stance, the science of mathematics. The immutable laws which 
rule this theme constitute the primary truth of mathematics. The 
intellect which fully fathoms those laws becomes thus master of the 
science — knows the essential truth of mathematics — and by such 
knowledge becomes, not stupefied or paralyzed, but empowered to 
master all problems that may arise, in whatever direction, though 
there will be found no limit to the fields opening before him to invite 
his lordly footsteps. 

Thus the truth »f the Absolute — of Being, of God, — that dimly 
impresses the human intellect, from the first, and prompts it ever to 
strive for its attainment as a comprehensive reality in practical expe- 
rience, is no mere fiction, put forth to beguile the human soul and 
mock its struggles ; but, on the contrary, is the dominant motor 
power of all history, and the crowning " Light of the World." As 
such, it is susceptible of formal scientific discrimination and use to 
determine the problems of life and destiny, as clearly as is the truth 
of any special science available in its sphere. 

I thus affirm a theory of "the truth" which is in fullest accordance 
with the claims of all divine revelation ; though, for the present, I 
attempt no scientific formulation competent to embody and verify 
what is involved in the conception. I affirm the practicability of a 
scientific Theology as a comprehensive answer to the question : 
What is Truth? And I further affirm that such attainment will ver- 
ify every claim of the Christian Gospel, showing that this Gospel 
itself exemplifies the supreme lumen of such a Science. 

THERON GRAY. 



